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Our team visited the village of Candelaria in the Andes mountains of Ecuador.  This was my second trip to Candelaria, and I found it be just as rewarding as my first.  The countryside is rich and green with fertile black soil.  The people of Candelaria are hard-working and very appreciative of any veterinary service.  A veterinarian does not routinely go to Candelaria, so much of the “medicine” done there is traditional.

I was the only veterinarian on the trip and was kept quite busy thanks to Santiago, the son of Oswald Cendone, the owner of Hacienda Releche, the lodge where we stay.  He was my guide and interpreter.   One of the volunteers who attended, Rose, was also a valuable interpreter and a very capable veterinary assistant.   Santiago’s brother, Oswaldo, joined us the second day, and I taught him and a local ranch hand how to castrate the horses and donkeys.  I brought down a new emasculator donated by a veterinary supply company for them to use.  I also taught them how to give intra-muscular and subcutaneous injections for the dewormer.

I castrated 25 horses and donkeys using Xylazine IV followed by Ketamine IV.  Monday, I worked at the Hacienda and Tuesday, I worked around the village.  Every horse was given an injection of Derapen and dewormed.  I also vaccinated every horse with tetanus toxoid.  I dewormed many more horses and did rectal exams for pregnancy on three mares.  I carried a humane twitch with me which worked quite well.  I don’t think they had seen it done before.  

I spayed six dogs and castrated two dogs.  I used Ketamine at 3 mg/kg with an equal volume of Meditomidine.  I gave each dog an injection of Derapen, a dose of Revolution, an injection of ketoprofen for pain at 1 mg/kg, a rabies vaccine, and sent home 200 mg amoxicillin for five days.   Surgeries were done outside on a bench with many curious onlookers.  I tried to keep as sterile as possible.  All sutures were absorbable.  I noticed the dogs spayed bled more profusely from the skin incision than I have noticed in my practice.  The dogs also had fleas, and I wondered if that may have contributed to the bleeding.  All bleeding ceased when the skin incision was closed, but it did make for a bloody surgical field.

Numerous pigs were dewormed with Ivomec, castrated, and given vitamin B complex injections.  Many villagers wanted vitamin injections for their animals.  I treated a few pigs with URI with Naxcel leaving them a second dose to give 48 hours later.

The cows are mostly dairy cattle so Eprinex was used on the lactating cattle.  Ivomec was used on the others.  Most were in good shape.

I gave any dog that could be caught oral Strongid for a dewormer.  I dewormed only one kitten.  

I brought everything I would need to use there.  I had two tool boxes and a small bag, and I used almost everything that I brought.   It seems that I can’t bring enough drugs to do all the work needed.  Everything must be easy to carry as I walked around quite a bit.

I really enjoyed my trip, and it was good to see the villagers and some of the animals I had treated before.  I feel there is a real need for animal population control.  I did not have enough time or drugs to spay and neuter all the dogs or castrate all the horses that they wanted done.  I hope next time the villagers can do the dewormer, so that I will have more time to sterilize more animals.
I left behind the leftover dewormer, mastitis tubes, syringes, needles, and vitamins.  I hope they will be able to use these to improve herd management.

