Medical Expeditions International

Ecuador October 2006

Veterinary Report
Rhonda Aliah, D.V.M.

Idaho Falls, ID

Our team visited the village of Candelaria in the Andes Mountains of Ecuador. The countryside is rich and green with fertile black soil.  The people of Candelaria are hardworking and very appreciative of our veterinary service.  They have no access to any veterinary care whatsoever.  They do not routinely treat animal diseases, and they castrate their animals with no anesthesia.
I was the only veterinarian on the trip and was kept quite busy thanks to Juan Carlos, our guide and interpreter.  I castrated horses, pigs, and dogs, and de-wormed many animals.   I treated one puppy for parvovirus, but, unfortunately, it died.   All in all, I castrated 17 horses, de-wormed and/or castrated approximately 30 pigs, de-wormed several lactating cows, and castrated five dogs.
I castrated 17 horses using xylazine IV at a dose of 1 ml/200 lbs. followed by ketamine IV at a dose of 1 ml/100 lbs.  Most of the horses were brought to the Hacienda. The villagers were fascinated with my emasculator and the anesthesia.  They still geld the old-fashioned way, throwing the horse with ropes and gelding without any pain medication or sedation.  Needless to say, once they saw how smoothly the procedure went, they brought me every horse, mule, and donkey I could attend to until I ran out of medication.  Every horse was given Derapen and dewormed.  Unfortunately, I did not have any tetanus toxoid to administer.  This should be considered on the next trip.

I castrated and de-wormed more pigs than I could count.  They were of every size and type.  I think we counted somewhere around 30 pigs. 

Five dogs were castrated using Ketamine at 3 mg/kg with an equal volume of meditomidine.  I gave each dog a shot of Derapen, a dose of Revolution on the skin, an injection of Ketoprofen for pain at 1 mg/kg and sent home 200 mg Amoxicillin for 5 days.  Though surgeries were done outside on a bench with onlookers, I tried to keep as sterile as possible.  All sutures were subcutaneous.  

I treated one parvovirus puppy and was able to start an IV line and give injections, but the puppy was too weak and died that day.  I would suggest taking vaccines and vaccinating all puppies. 

I de-wormed lactating cows with Eprinex.  I used Ivomec on the cows and Dectomax on the other animals.  I prefer Ivomec as it goes through the syringe easier.  

I showed the owner of the hacienda how to use an emasculator, and I am trying to send one down for them to use on all castrations.  I left Iron Dextran for the piglets (Dectomax) and showed the villagers how to give a subcutaneous injection. I also left mastitis treatment for a lactating cow.
I would like to thank Pfizer for the Amoxicillin, Dectomax, Meditomidine, Antisedan, Therabloat and Naxcel.  I would also like to thank MWI Veterinary Distributing for the Iron Dextran, Ivomec, Eprinex, and BoSe.   
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